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than by the eminent men of that army themselves,
But that is no reason why they should be reproduced
in any new arrangement The army would of
course still be at the disposal of the Imperial
authorities in case of emergency, only its first
duty will be towards India. In this way the cost
of transport will be greatly reduced, a long service-
army of thoroughly seasoned men would be
maintained in the country at far less expense,
the depot charges in England would be cut down
to something like the old scale under the East
India Company, and such disorganisation as has
lately been brought about by the attempt to-
apply the short service system of the Continent
in totally different conditions would be avoided.
Unfortunately the Commission has come to the
conclusion that neither now nor later can the
number of European troops in India be brought
below 60,000. This, though possibly a right, is
certainly a regrettable decision ; for the European,
force is that which inflates the military charges
of India so inordinately.

If the question is asked, Why, when the Afghan
war was over, was not the army reduced ? the reply
is, Look at the danger from the native princes.
An extraordinary array has been made of the
armies of our feudatories, and 300,000 or 400,000
men with hundreds of guns have been paraded up
and down the columns of English journals, as if
some new or unsuspected peril had suddenly been
flashed upon us. Such ' scares' are both impolitic
and silly. They fill the native princes with an
undue sense of their own importance, and at the